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Go east

Every summer the spotlight falls on Norwich and 'East international’. Arguably the most prestigious open
submission exhibition in the UK, curators, dealers and others visit from far and wide and many of today's
well-known artists launched their careers as a result of participation in 'East’. But what of the arlists for

whom the dty is home? Paul Stone visited Morwich to find out more.

THE RATICHNALE BEHIMD ‘EAS51Y, according ta
Morwich Gallery cumbar Lynda Morris, was "o rein-
wipprate the possbility of [an opsn exhibition| being
done intelligently.” The gallery is kocated within
Merwich Schnal of Art and Dhesign [MEAD) and the
timing of "Cast’ weer the sammer allows the use of
the college’s empty studias as exhibilicn Spaces,
Since its inceplion in 1937 ‘East’ has alwmys had
v selectars: an artist alongside either & conaton,
critic, dealer or arts policy-maker, This wear, over
1,300 enLies Broen thirmy-pizht cnuntries were whil-
tled doen to twenty artists frorn Six QouniTies 1o
form a show that dealt with themss of the urban
Larndscape and intersors, mapping and travel The
ES.000 East &ward was divided equally beiween
Adarn Murnbeng and Jessica Jackson Hutchins [USA]L
Garman duo Daniel Milchnic and Dirk Paschke,
Hiraki Soe (Japa} av Essee-hased Uare lles (g
recent graduate from the FSAD A course).

The frst ever Castweurk, Puldic A Commission veas
aveardied 10 Matthes Houbdng, based in Tudmanden,
Lancashire. Five kocally-lesed artists will work with
Houldirg on the reafisation of the project, to be
unmveiled at the apening of mext year's "East’. thus
proveiding much-neseded training oppartunitics. The
process will be repeated the folloaing year with an
artist selected from 2005% "East’, Additionalky, four
artits Frovr the 2005 and 2004 exhibitions will be
comimissioned to produce multiples. For Houlding:
*The best thing is that it prevides a set amourt of
morey solely for the production of work, possibily
samething more adventurgus and challenging.®
Houlding weas slso selected for ‘Mostyn 12° at
Uandudno’s Oncd Mostyn Gallery (see Something in
the ether i May [a-n] MAGAZINE]L &z Houlding
srressas, such shoees “_enable you 1o shiw your
wark at a higher bevel and 10 & preater audicnce,
which & impormant for sormecne who fees in an

are=a generally Bolated fram the conlempoary
sopre The most impartant. thing is that these shows
e canfirrned my belief inwhat | am duing™.
Monwich s one of taelve UK cities Didding to D
eurnpean Capital of Culpure in PO0E AL the time of
wriling the bookies mnk the bid al eleventh place.
‘Whatever the odds, arists | spoke ta Sl that the
wisual arts are under-represented in Comparison
with ather artforms. In terir of public galleries the
Sainsbury Centre for the Wisual Arts, located within
Chie University of East Anglia's edge-of-town
rampus, boests & collectson cowvering 5,000 years ol
Fine and apfied arts from araund the v along-
sidde a remporany exhibilion programene featuring
national and inlerational contempaorary arl.
Mareich Castle contains @ permanent collection
including the nirelesnth ceniury pamtings of Lhe
Marwich Schanl as well as tempurary exhibitions,
recently  Fealuring  work by the Norfolk
Conlemporary Crafts society and Mortalk-karn
artist Colin Self, 2n ex-M5AD student and influentisl
Figure in the Brtish Pap movement. Bul. lor many
artists in Morwich, the relationship with these two
galleries is one of @ passive nhserver.

The wse of temporary spaces and the caféfbar
circuit 25 spaces ta show is well-astablished There i
a history o artist-led spares in the cily — fost
nitably Conbext and Atam galieries in the nincties.
Hraeer, Lhese were relatively short-lheed, even by
artist-led standards where moenentum is difficult to
sustain in the Face of Lack of resources.

Twea curmend artist-run spaces in Maraich are The
Cueen of Hurgany and Frantier Gallery, both set up in
2001, Artist Steghanie Doust was offered Free use of
cily centre premises camprising of 8 ningteenth
century shap with a mediaessl oollar, lenber rogm
and 1920¢ rifle ranpe. With only £200 lureding from
thee city coundl amd the w-kind support of local busi-

reess, according bo Dol The 3im was “to give inbe-
esling sile-specific artists the chance 1o exqeriment
frewly in an unusual space. | #s0 wanted to imro-
duce artists. Inom ourside the ama, balding ks
Hireaser, the gallery = curently dormand, though
anather artist rmay s00n ke an the roaning of the
space. Doiet ks presently conoenbraling on other proj
rots, inchuding "Field Dy, 3 cross-discplnary evenl
and part of the Manwich Fringe Festival, for which
she is @ member af the visual ams committee
Located in the same bailding as his studin, MSAD
gradiate Frel Gardner set up the Frontier Gallery -
sn named because “Moraich is a bit of an art
wilderness” — 1o show artists based in or gosnecied
with Mooasch. Like The Queen of Hunpary, the
gallery is sell-tinanced and the sudience For shows
is larprly that attencing the privane Wow, follosed
by a few days of viewng by appointment. What
bth The Queen of Hurgary and Frontier Gallery
chame = thatl They are primanly one-person gpera-
ticers and harve been careful Lo sperate within their
lirnitations. Whilst they haee made vital conbibu-
tEans 1o the kocal art scene, Dowst & linst 1o admit
that “Marwich could do with a gnad contrally
located arti-run Zalleny which could lay un events,
Lraining and netwarking opporturities”, OF course,
this also requires cormmitment from funders.

In Lerrms of & wider group identily, the emphass
{and money) in Morwich is still largely attached Lo
a studio culture, Founded in 1961 in a derelict
church, 5t Ethelreda Art Studso (5EAS) provides
workspace for mime artists and s Norwich's kangess
surviving studins. A& registered Chasity, studio
rmernbers are imealved in & pamber of community
prajects and hawe participated in exchanges with
artists from Estoniz, Lithaania and Romania. Studio
members mre also invelved in The &rks Educalion
Exchanpe, the main aim of which @ to oreate net
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works through which resournces and preclice relatag
to actist hed education can be shared”, primarily
throuph tho AuceseArt website, As SCAS artist Mandi
Epherts showed me around the studios she ut-
lined plans to develop both this oolme esowce
and - the Mational Lottery willing — upgrade the
fatwic af the building. Another murrent project, The
youlpture Chain, inyolves wiorkng with childeen in
Basnia-Herrepaving in coflaboration with Sarajeve-
based artist Crapan Aruljelic whio previousty lived in
Morwich, SF&% and Accessaut were approsched by
Carnbiidpe Sculpture Workshops - who initialed
the project in 2000 — (o bring their Lastern
Cumupean Contacts to the project.
Warehipuse Artists' Stisdios was 521 up in 1990 and
provides Twenty-nine studio spaces, a darkraom,
cornrunal kiln, respurce room and a flexibis space
for exhilitsons and ather activities. The stidies al
aperales an asgociate membership scheme giving
discaurted acoess fo these facilities and other ben
ofits. As well & contributing to the ruening of the
comple, stuxlio memibers 3 abko aclively engaged
in prganising exhibitons and other activities.
Located clase to WAL Muspale Woekshops is @
popular base For parl-time Ma& students there.
Praoviding ninctoen studios and establshed now for
Alanst Tweenby years, iL possesses loss of a colledine
identity. belicving, in the words of co-manages Sary
Tariner, that "it & individuals that grnerate stulf”,
Cre artist based thers arnd making a name fo
hinsell i recent WSAD MA graduate Matt Diavis
With hiz paintings of fostball grounds based an
pidlated images from the internet, Davs has this
year showm in London and the reglonal "Eettle™
Yard Open’ and — along with Matthew Moel-Tad, an
up-and-corming filmmaker alsa based in Morwich
the mativnal ‘Feterhorough Prize’ open show,
winning Lhe £5,00% prize for the Latter, Anather
believer i the need far artists” sell-determinaticn,
Davis is alio behind nfalk, o websile detailing ol
turml activity in and anoand Monwich, an undertaking
he describes as a ‘confidence budlding exercise for
the Lacal art coererainimy
annther Monwich-besed artist mansgng L establish
a profile is Esavous Clayton whose household
chijects and other ilems made from recpced mate-
rizls hiee been featured on T%s Big, Breaklast and in
the papes af Clle Decoration and can be baught wia
hiis Kamems Fe-use website, Clayton is also behind

‘Meighbourheod Watch', a cross-artform project
where participants will epen their harmes and
present their waork o the public over the weekend
nf 5.0 Chctober & part of the finpe festival.

It is clear then thar Mgrwich and its artists are
taking a pragmatic approach to challenging the
rity's someadial sleepy image. A5 Dynda Moo
acknowledges: “Morwich @ in an isolated part of
the country, which ng ane passes through by acei-
dent.” However, she alse points aut that a long
hastrry exists of connections with other cawntries,
asperially northesn Curcpe — highlightnp that to iy
o amsterdam is guicker Lhan a frain josmey to
London — and that "this geograplsy is built imte the
exhitdtion policy [of Marwich Gallery]”™.

W5 nek easy for o UK regional dity 10 escape the dis
paraging definitian of being "provincial, Dne way
10 evercprne this is ta think internaticnalby. Monsich
Gallery promates this year-roursd trough its exhi
bition programme — Fast’ being only U most skl
apecL It also acts as a vital hub for the local artistic
comurmnity, providing them with ermploynent and
nebvwoiking opporfunities, In Furope and the U5A
erpecially, the combination of active arl sdhools
[with a gallery) and the physical activity ol artisis
provide the lcundation of a well-established model
fiar repional cilies 10 assem & presenoe.

Heturning Lo 'Casl’, London-based artist Stwerl Taylo
chisr to recTeake thiee previous participants’ work,
includng Liesbeth Bik arsd Jos van deor Pal's & propo-
sition for reclaiming a4 space from 14997, itsell a
recreation of the facade of Komad Fisher's gallery
where Z00F o selector Lawrence Weiner first
eschibited in Eurnope - which was incorporated within
1he facade of the Monwich Gallery. As veell as acting,
a5 & mesanhar for the desire e reach out beyond
the boundaries of ooe’s immediate locality. the
work also Furctioned as a reminder to those doser
Lo lwame of the continuing signilicance of 'East’ and
Morwich Gallery’s role in the ity — both for its
arlists and thase primested with raising its culiural
prolile. As Bik 5 quoted in the 'Cast’ Catalogue:
*Galleries are for the people wha bive and work
near by, il is for them to engape wilh Lhe space
anel create platfonms, or nothing will happen. 'Wa
hawe ko engage with the prople around us Lo create
a discourse.”

PALIL STOME 15 A8 SREEST AR INTERMATIONAL
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Comtacts
CALLEREFS

Marwich Gallery

Moreich Schoal af AsL and Design
5L Gearpe Sreet

Morsich MRS 1ER

T: 01603 6705417

F: D1603 615728

E: infoinceaichpalbery.couuk
woara narwichaalleneook

Sainstiry Cartre for Yisual Arts
Usiwersity of Fast anplia

Morwich NES IT)

T: 0603 533754

E: sovaieaas uk
weerernea a0 ukisom

Morwich Castle

Carstle Meados

Morwich MET 3]0

T-01503 493525

F-071503 493523

L= museoms@notolk peecoak

wrarw.marfalkgow coukftoumnammseuTs

Frontier Gallery
16 Linthank Foad
Neorwich MNEZ 2RA
I: G7E76 461070

The Queen of Hungary
449 5% Benndicls Stresl

Monasch MEZ 4P

E: quecnafumpary@sdouet go-plus net

STLIRICS:

5t Ethelreda Art Stodic
King Ltreet

Moaretich WR1 20E

T: DTE03 BI1GLE

Warehouse Art Studios
Units 4 & &, Haslips Opening
Drevaimshine Street

Marwich WEE 403X

T- 0603 624140

E: studsasetartests phiscom
warsveareousearts. ook

HMuspole Workshops
2527 Mimpole Street
Morwich ME3 10}
T-07773 145933

WERSITES

Mfialk
wrenwrnfalk.co.uk

Kaawpus Clayton
Wi marea s e -us e Lok

Morwich Fringe Festival

htpad ok peocities. comfiringvall
Festival muns 27 Seplembe — 13
xtoher

AccessArt
W arnessart.arg. ik

Cambridge Sculpture Waorkshops
weararcambridpe- ol prne-
warkshaps.couk
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